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Dear Friends
 
We write under the circumstances 
of a reality that has changed 
drastically in the past four months 
due to the pandemic. Looking 
back, 2019 seems something 
from the distant past, a bygone 
era. Yet when we review today 
where we’ve been and what we’ve 
done in the past year, it is these 
achievements of 2019 that hold 
the promise of a good future. To 
give a panoramic view- welcoming 
the first class of Batsheva’s newly 
established School of Dance, 
performing for 3,000 excited 
Arab-Israeli students in their 
very own school gymnasiums, 
Ohad Naharin’s heart-rending 
new creation 2019, Sharon Eyal’s 
dazzling new piece The Look 
for Batsheva’s Young Ensemble, 
sweeping global tours with close 
to 45,000 spectators, and several 
international prizes.

Splendid qualitative achievements 
as well as quantitative – we ended 
the fiscal year with a small surplus.

This Report is thanks to everyone 
at Batsheva across all departments 
who contribute their talent, skills, 
experience and passion to the 
prosperity of the company. Our 
unique company spirit is what 
has helped each and every one 
of us as individuals, and all of us 
as a team, to make it through 
this challenging crisis. It is 
what ensures us that there are 
promising days ahead.

Special thanks are extended to the 
members of Batsheva’s Board of 
Directors for their devotion, solid 
support and active leadership 
through thick and thin. 

Heart-felt sincere thanks to all 
of our friends and colleagues, 
in Israel and abroad (the United 
States, Canada, Australia, Italy, 
France), for your partnership, loyal 
and loving friendship and for your 
support in spirit and in resources.

We’d also like to thank the 
Mayor of Tel Aviv-Yafo Mr. Ron 
Huldai and the Municipality of 
Tel Aviv-Yafo for their firm and 
steadfast support of culture. 

The Mayor’s immediate call for 
assistance to the city’s artists and 
cultural institutions is especially 
appreciated in these times of 
crisis. For us, 2019 was a year of 
significant progress in the process 
of establishing Batsheva’s Arts 
Campus in Neve Sha’anan. We 
thank the city’s management and 
everyone in the various municipal 
divisions for the fruitful and 
collaborative partnership.  

Another special thanks to the 
new Minister of Culture, Mr. Chili 
Tropper who, immediately as he 
took office, focused on alleviating 
the crisis for the cultural world. 
We thank Mr. Tropper for the 
wonderful achievement of 
procuring essential relief for the 
entire spectrum of Israeli culture, 
and wish Mr. Tropper a successful 
and productive term.

With warm wishes, 

Gili Navot
Artistic Director
Batsheva Dance 
Company

Zvi Ziv
Chairman
Board of Directors

Dina Aldor
Executive Director 
Batsheva Dance 
Company
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Trailer

2019 
New work by Ohad Naharin 
Premiere: December 9, 2019
Studio Varda, Suzanne Dellal Center

“2019 is a breathtaking spectacle- both in its dancers' 
virtuosity and in the barbed criticism that it hurls at the 
viewer's gut.”
Ran Braun, Haaretz, February 2020

“2019, Ohad Naharin's new work, is stellar from 
beginning to end. It is elegant, yet tarnished, poetic and 
essential - not only because of its beauty but most of all, 
because of its endeavor to ‘bargain’ with reality.”
Anat Zachariah, Yediot Aharonot, December 2019

“Ohad Naharin’s latest creation 2019 has it all: a tight 
group of fine dancers that shine with singularity, and a 
choreography that seems to achieve a fresh outlook on 
its performance’s components.”
Ora Brafman, Jerusalem Post, December 2019
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqZiIqU4Wd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqZiIqU4Wd8


The Look
New Work by Sharon Eyal
Performed by Batsheva - 
the Young Ensemble
Premiere: March 14, 2019
Suzanne Dellal Center

“Androgynous, alien and wild, inspired by club culture 
and bringing to the stage a mesmerizing, unfamiliar 
movement language ... An industrial spectacle, 
futuristic, startling, and fascinating.” 
Gili Izikovich, Haaretz, March 2019

The Look by Sharon Eyal
Performed by Batsheva - the Young Ensemble
Center: Federico Longo
Photo by: Ascaf 

Trailer
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOrIsUGrCSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOrIsUGrCSk


Restaged
Revisiting canonical 
works from the 
repertoire 

The Hole
by Ohad Naharin (2013)

“A terrifyingly crazy, 
haunted and beautiful 
world” 
Achbar Online

“An exquisite show by a 
wonderful creator”
TimeOut

March-April 2019 
53 performances

Kyle Scheurich in The Hole by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf 5



Restaged
Revisiting 
canonical works 
from the repertoire 

Black Milk by Ohad Naharin
Performed by Batsheva - the Young Ensemble
Photo by: Ascaf

George & Zalman 
(2006) 
Black Milk (1990)
A joined program with two of 
Ohad Naharin’s early works along 
with Sharon Eyal’s new work, 
performed by Batsheva - 
the Young Ensemble.

Mamootot (2003)
by Ohad Naharin
Performed by the Company

Sadeh 21 (2011)
by Ohad Naharin
performed by Batsheva - 
the Young Ensemble

PLAYBACK
Cabaret show by Ohad Naharin
Featuring: Ohad Naharin, Iyar 
Elezra and Yaara Moses
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Batsheva Dancers 
Create

The Dancers Create project is 
an annual program committed 
to the cultivation and support 
of original and independent 
creation by Batsheva dancers. 
The Company provides dancers of 
both companies with production 
resources and framework to create 
and present their individual works. 

This year, the Company dancers 
put on Wreckcreation, an evening 
presenting ten works by Etay 
Axelroad, Billy Barry, Yael Ben 
Ezer, Matan Cohen, Ben Green, 
Rani Lebzelter, Hugo Marmelada, 
Amalia Smith and Luc Jacobs.
The Ensemble dancers presented 
Melanin, an evening featuring 
works by Chen Agron, Cesar 
Brodermann, Sean Howe, Ohad 
Mazor, Robin Lesley Nimanong, 
Igor Ptashenchuk, Tamar 
Rosenzweig, Lihi Shocatovich, 
Avigail Shafrir, Shaked Werner.
These evenings also included 
gallery works by the dancers.

Ben Green and Chiaki Horita 
from Wreckcreation 
Photo by: Ascaf

July 2019, Studio Varda,
Suzanne Dellal Center

The Dancers Create Project 
is supported by the Michael 
Sela Fund for the Cultivation 
of Young talent at Batsheva, 
established in 2003.
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International 
Tours
51 performances
44,000 spectators
Batsheva Dance Company and the 
Young Ensemble tour extensively 
throughout the world. Batsheva 
maintains long-term artistic 

relationships with dance houses, 
theaters and festivals worldwide, 
with loyal and growing audiences. 
The Company is also active in the 
international dance community, 
promoting and teaching Gaga, the 
movement language created by 
Ohad Naharin. 

One of the Company’s noteworthy 
tours of 2019 was the North 
American tour, which takes 

place every two to three years. 
The tour included performances 
of Venezuela in New York, 
Los Angeles, Toronto, Seattle, 
Boston, Jackson Hole, Boulder, 
Palo Alto, Richmond, Iowa City, and 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. The 
tour also included a festive gala 
evening hosted by the American 
Friends of Batsheva at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM).
Also worthy of note was the 

Ensemble's tour in Paris, which 
included special outdoor 
performances of Decadance by 
Ohad Naharin, as part of the city’s 
renowned summer festival.
2019 also saw Batsheva tour in 
Spain, Italy, Norway, Sweden, 
and the Netherlands.

Venezuela by Ohad Naharin 
Photo by: Ascaf 8



Awards 
In May 2019, Ohad Naharin received 
an Honorary Doctorate from the 
Ben-Gurion University:
“With admiration for a renowned 
virtuoso, one of the preeminent 
choreographers of our time, 
who imbues every dance with 
extraordinary qualities…and with 
profound gratitude to a distinctive 
cultural voice, for revolutionizing 

the world of modern dance and for 
creating magnificent works that 
uplift the human spirit everywhere” 

In June 2019, Venezuela won 
the Grand Prize for Best Dance 
Performance of the Year. This is 
awarded annually by the Union 
of French Critics, along with 
prizes for best theater and music 
performances. Venezuela was 
performed in October 2018, at the 
Théâtre National de Chaillot in Paris.

In July 2019, Ohad Naharin received 
The Flying Mercury Award
at the Florence Festival for his 
contribution to the dance world.

In November 2019, Ohad Naharin 
received the Israeli Culture & 
Arts Award (ICA Awards) in the 
category of dance on behalf 
of the America-Israel Cultural 
Foundation.

In November 2019, Batsheva Dance 
Company received the Minister of 
Culture’s prestigious 2019 Artistic 
Dance Award for their performance 
of Ohad Naharin's work The Hole.

In December 2019, as part of the 
annual dance conference of the 
same name, Company dancer Billy 
Barry was awarded the Yair Shapira 
Prize for outstanding dancer.

The Hole by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf 9



Young Audience 
Engagement
Kamuyot
by Ohad Naharin

Batsheva’s outreach program 
brings Ohad Naharin's Kamuyot 
performance to school children 
across Israel. Kamuyot is 
performed inside the schools as 
part of educational programming. 

“An exemplary model of arts 
education”

44 performances, 11,000 students. 

The project is supported by 
the Ministry of Education’s art 
appreciation initiative, and by 
individucal supporters and 
foundations in Israel and abroad. 

Kamuyot by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf 10



Kamuyot in  
Arab Society
Lod, Tarshiha, 
Nazareth, Majdal 
Shams, Rahat –
A successful pilot 

November - 
December 2019
10 performances, 
3,000 students 
Supported by the Ministry of 
Education, the National Lottery 
Council for Culture and the Arts, 
The Laurie M. Tisch Illumination 
Fund, and many donors from 
Israel and abroad. The project’s 
success established a basis for 
future collaborations with local 
dance organizations and the 
incorporation of the project as 
part of the company’s ongoing 
educational activity.

Batsheva - the Young 
Ensemble in Rahat
December 2019. Photo by: Ascafclip 11

https://vimeo.com/360801584
https://vimeo.com/360801584
https://vimeo.com/360801584


Adam&Id by Sharon Zuckerman Weiser, with Moshe Shechter Avshalom. Photo by: Avi Golran

Batsheva Hosts

A unique series of performances 
in the intimate Varda Studio, 
hosting former Batsheva dancers 
who set out on their own creative 
paths, alongside independent 
artists from the dance and 
performing arts field. 

In 2019, the performance series 
hosted Adam&id by Sharon 
Zuckerman Weiser, The Talking 
Stick is Learning Hebrew by Ohad 
Fishof, Project 48 / 7th edition 
directed by Dana Rothenberg, and 
bRecht, a solo work by former 
Company dancer Bret Easterling.

Artistic Director: Hillel Kogan

Brecht by Bret Easterling. Photo by: Sophie Kuller 12



The Dancers 

Batsheva is an international 
company whose dancers come 
from Israel and around the world.
During the 2019 - 2020 season, 
the company included dancers 
from Israel, USA, Canada, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, 
South Africa, and South Korea. 
Both the Company and the Young 
Ensemble rehearse every day in 
the company’s studio spaces in 
the Suzanne Dellal Center.

Batsheva cultivates dancers 
as performing artists, trains 
them to become teachers, and 
encourages them to create 
their own independent work in 
varied frameworks. The dancers' 
welfare is fundamental to us - 
we ensure an optimal physical 
work environment and provide a 
comprehensive professional and 
personal support system.

“Ohad Naharin attracts the best 
dancers in the world ...I have 
never seen such a combination of 
beauty, energy, and technique.”
Mikhail Baryshnikov in an 
interview for Haaretz, 2011

2019 by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf 13



Billy Barry 
Mamootot by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf

Billy Barry  
Company dancer and recipient of 
the 2019 Yair Shapira Prize  

“Billy is a marvelous artist who 
brings his own narrative to 
my work, and thus adds a new 
dimension to it. He is loved by all 
and is a pleasure to work with. 
He is supportive, creative and 
has demonstrated steady growth 
throughout the years I have 
known and worked with him.”
 Ohad Naharin, commenting on 
Barry’s selection.

Billy Barry was born in 1989 in New 
York. He graduated from Juilliard 
in 2011, and after performing in 
Andrea Miller's company Gallim, 
joined Batsheva- the Young 
Ensemble in 2011 and Batsheva 
Dance Company in 2012.

“Working with Ohad Naharin and 
Batsheva Dance Company is an 
experience I will forever cherish. 
The freedom to express ourselves 
in this world is unbelievable, 
and it is a great pleasure for me 
to be able to see friends I have 
made over the years express 
themselves so vitally and 
passionately every day.”
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Alma Karvat Shemesh,
Dancer in Batsheva- the Young 
Ensemble

Alma Karvat Shemesh was 
born in 1998 in Tel Aviv, Israel, 
and graduated from the dance 
program at the Thelma Yellin 
High-School of Arts. She served 
in the IDF as an Outstanding 
Dancer and graduated from the 
Maslool - Professional Dance 
Program Bikurey Ha'Itim directed 
by Naomi Perlov and Ofir Dagan. 
She joined Batsheva- the Young 
Ensemble as an apprentice and 
joined as a full member in 2019.

“This season, as part of the 
Ensemble’s activities, we 
performed Kamuyot in Arab 
schools around the country. 
Having grown up here, it was a 
unique experience that touched 
me personally. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to share my 
passion and pass on something 
from within me to others. The 
children’s rolling laughter 
and fascinated expressions 
will forever be etched in my 
memory.”

Alma Karvat Shemesh 
George & Zalman by Ohad Naharin 
Photo by: Ascaf 15
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Batsheva Dance 
Company Dancers 
2019 - 2020 Season

Chiaki Horita
Japan

Imre van Opstal
The Netherlands

Ben Green
USA

Yael Ben Ezer
Israel

Etay Axelroad
Israel

Billy Barry
USA

Hani Sirkis
Israel

Eri Nakamura
Japan

Ohad Mazor
Israel

Shir Levi
Israel

Yoni Simon
Israel

Matan Cohen
Israel

Chun Woong Kim
South Korea

Igor Ptashenchuk 
Israel

Amalia Smith 
Canada

Kyle Scheurich
USA

Maayan Sheinfeld
Israel

Nitzan Ressler
Israel

“Batsheva's dancers, especially the female 
dancers, present a spectacular display of both 
dance and theater. There is no excess gesture, 
no exaggeration in the seemingly exaggerated 
sections… one simply cannot take their eyes off 
of them.” 
Tal Levin on 2019 by Ohad Naharin, Haaretz 
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Batsheva- the Young 
Ensemble Dancers
2019 - 2020 Season

Yarden Bareket
Israel

Cesar Brodermann 
Mexico

Londiwe Khoza
South Africa

Gianni Notarnicola
Italy

Béatrice Larrivée
Canada

Gil Amishai 
Israel

Tom Nissim 
Israel

Federico Longo
Italy

Alma Karvat Shemesh
Israel

Guy Davidson • 
Apprentice, Israel

Ido Toledano • 
Apprentice, Israel

Danai Porat • 
Apprentice, Greece

Roni Milatin • 
Apprentice, Israel

Avigail Shafrir
Israel

Reches Itzhaki 
Israel

Sean Howe
USA

Ariel Gelbart
Israel

Shaked Werner
Israel

Ofir Yannai
Israel

Nicolas Ventura
Canada

“Watching the dancers makes the viewer 
reflect on the unique movement of arthropods 
and cranes, and on the marvelous movement 
of schools of fish that suddenly come 
together, with wonderful, sharp, inexplicable 
coordination...” 
Gili Izikovich on The Look by Sharon Eyal, Haaretz

Photos by: Ascaf, Roi Dori
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Cultivating and 
Training Young 
Dancers 
A new school 
Director: Lior Avizoor

Batsheva’s dance school, 
envisioned by Ohad Naharin, is a 
turning point in the Company’s 
longtime effort to cultivate and 
train young dancers and creators. 
The school is a unique place for 
talented dancers, a research lab 
in the spirit of Batsheva that 
offers exposure to a diverse 
faculty and a wide range of 
artistic experimentation. It is a 
framework that promises to enrich 
the world of students as dancers, 
performing artists, and citizens 
of the world.

The school opened in September 
2019 with a pilot class of 37 young 
dancers between the ages of 15-18 
from across Israel. The program 
consists of regular classes such 
as classical ballet, Gaga, and 
repertoire, as well as enrichment 
sessions, meetings with artists, 

and lectures. Great attention 
is given to understanding the 
professional life of dancers, and 
the integration of class content 
with practical experience.

As part of the program, students 
attend performances, visit 
exhibitions, and participate in 
cultural events. 

Seven students from the class 
were awarded partial scholarships, 
thanks to the support of 
the America-Israel Cultural 
Foundation.

Ballet class at the School
Photo: Lior Avizoor 18



Cultivating and 
Training Young 
Dancers 
Courses

November 2018 - May 2019,
22 sessions

Now in its ninth year, Batsheva’s 
Program for Outstanding Young 
Dancers helps participants 
develop a professional toolbox 
for the continuation of their 
artistic careers. 107 young dance 
students from across Israel came 
to the Company’s studio for 
weekly sessions to learn parts 
of the Company’s repertoire and 
practice Gaga movement. 

Since the program’s inauguration, 
most of the Israeli dancers in 
the Company and the young 
Ensemble have begun their 
artistic journey in this framework, 
including Chen Agron, Etay 
Axelroad, Yael Ben Ezer, Reches 
Itzhaki, Rani Lebzelter, Tom 
Nissim, Nitzan Ressler, Tamar 
Rosenzweig, Hani Sirkis, and 
Shaked Werner.

Batsheva’s Summer Dance Course 
July 2019

In July 2019, Batsheva held four 
intensive summer courses for 
young dance students from 
Israel and abroad. 160 students 
between the ages of 14 and 19 
participated: 64 students from 
across Israel, and 96 students 
from 15 other countries including 
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, 
France, Greece, Italy, Mexico, 
The Netherlands, Russia, Turkey, 
Sweden, Switzerland and USA.

Since 2016, these summer courses 
have been directed by Doron Raz 
and Yaara Moses, both former 
Company and Ensemble dancers 
and senior Gaga teachers.

Summer course 2019
Photo by: Ascaf 19



The Israeli  
Dance Archive 
Director: Iris Lana 

In 2019, Israel's national 
compilation of dance materials 
came to a conclusion. This process, 
begun in 2016 as part of the 
“The National Digital Collection: 
Architecture, Dance, Design and 
Theatre” project on behalf of the 
Jerusalem Ministry and Heritage, 
was managed by the National 
Library with the goal to preserve 
our cultural heritage and provide 
access to digital collections for the 
general public.

Batsheva, under the direction 
of dance scholar Iris Lana, 
was responsible for the dance 
component, and Lana’s experience 
establishing the Company's 
archive in 2014 was invaluable. 
Project collaborators include the 
Judaica Collection at the Harvard 
University Library and the Dance 
Archive in Beit Ariela Shaar Zion 
Library in Tel Aviv.

During 2019, eight collections 
were cataloged and scanned, and 
a comprehensive survey of seven 

Arab society dance collections was 
conducted. The categorization of 
this survey will be completed in 
the near future.

The scope of this project, 
from 2017 to the present, 
has included full archiving of 
twenty-six collections, and partial 
representational archiving of 
eleven collections: The Moshe 
Efrati and the Kol Demama 
Dance Company, Inbal Dance 
Theater, Ruth Ziv-Ayal, Suzanne 
Dellal Center, Aryeh Kalev, Leah 
Bergstein, Rivka Sturman, Devorah 
Bertonov, Hilda Kesten, Tamar – 
Ramla Dance Theatre Company, 
Valentina Archipova, Naomi 
Aleskovsky, Ruth Eshel, Jonathan 
Carmon, Yonatan Karmon, Oshra 
Elkayam Ronen, Naomi Polani, 
Amos Hetz, Berta Yampolsky 
and Hillel Markman, Kibbutz 
Dalia- Dance Conference, The 
Orenstein Family, Shosh Kormush, 
Rina Shaham, Rina Schenfeld, 
Silvia Duran, and Batsheva Dance 
Company.

Total digitized Items:
approximately 160,000.

Batsheva is honored and proud 
to have played a significant 
role in the Israeli dance 
documentation project. 

Batsheva's first poster. Design: Dan Reisinger

Opening of the Suzanne Dellal Center (1989). Center: Yair Vardi, Founder, and Director of the Center 1989- 2019
Photo: Yoram Bouzaglo. Suzanne Dellal Center collection



263
performances 

158  
in Tel Aviv
54 
Nationwide
51 
Overseas

Numbers 95%
capacity at the 
Suzanne Dellal 
Center

96,000
Audience members

36,000 
at the Suzanne 
Dellal Center
16,000 
Nationwide
44,000 
Overseas

Venezuela by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf 21



Fiscal Statistics
Annual Budget -
23.5 million NIS
)6.7 million USD(

68% 
Self-generated 
Income

47%

Box office and tours

+

21%

Individual giving, 

foundation grants

32% 
Government and 
municipal support

Hora by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf 22



Batsheva Online
215,497 
website visits
)+ 49%(

24,250 
active digital club 
members

5.9 million 
YouTube views 
)+ 20%(

76,800 
Instagram 
followers )+ 20%(

72,928 
Facebook followers 
)+ 8%(

70% 
of ticket purchasing 
is online

The Hole by Ohad Naharin
Photo by: Ascaf 23



Batsheva’s Arts Campus in Neve Sha’anan 
Design: Sir David Adjaye obe ra

Project progress in 2019 

 • Approval of architectural 
planning by the Local Planning 
Committee, May 2019.

 • Inclusion of the new urban
center for Sephardic and 
Mizrahi Jewish Culture.

In December 2019, the Company 
participated in the annual 
Nightlight Festival in Neve 
Sha'anan neighborhood with a 
performance inspired by Ohad 
Naharin's "2019"

Batsheva’s Arts 
Campus in Neve 
Sha’anan
Design: Sir David 
Adjaye OBE RA
Adjaye Associates

Opening: 2024

“The Municipality of Tel Aviv–
Yafo has made great efforts in 
recent years to stimulate urban 
renewal in Neve Sha’anan, and 
sees culture as an important 
catalyst for such growth. The 
establishment of the Batsheva 
campus, the home of one of 
our most important artistic 
and cultural institutions, 
will generate diverse and 
international artistic activity 
of the highest level, alongside 
social and educational activities 
to benefit the residents of the 
neighborhood, the district, and 
the city at large.”
Mayor of Tel Aviv-Yafo,
Ron Huldai
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Public 
Council
Prof. Michael Sela, Honorary 
Chairman
Michael Kenny, Chairman

Limor Allalouf
Orit Alster
Adi Amorai
Yossi Bachar
Avner Barel
Ravit Barniv
Tamar Barnoy-Goitlin
Revital Ben-Asher Peretz
Guy Bernard Reichmann
Yoram Blizovsky
Nehama Karpol Burak
Tzipa Carmon
Hila Cohen Schneiderman
Orly Dankner
Ilan de Vries
Nava Dissentchik

Ronny Douek
Moshe Dovrat
Sergio Edelsztein
Mira Eidels
Oshik Feller Gil
Ittamar Givton
Zach Granit
Gilead Halevy
Michal Helfman
Moshe Hendeles
Nathan Hevrony
Dvori Hoffman-Lubitch
Danny Karavan
Dafna Kariv
Etty Kenny
Ron Klajman
Iddo Kook
Daphi Levy-Weiss
Ofra Meitar (z”l)
Michael Mor
Sigal Mordechai
Prof. Yael Moria
Yossi Nitzani 
Dr. Gila Ofer
Sally Oren
Dr. Tsiyona Peled 

Sharon Podrojski
Zvi Poleg
Doron Rabina
Norbert Rubinstein
Yuval Saar
Shifra Shalit
Sara Sela
Rachael Shain-Argaman
Dr. Hadassa Shani
Doron Sharabany
Sigal Shelach
Shaul Shelach
Zeev Sokolowski
Ronny Somek
Amnon Sorek
Guy Swersky
Ongi Ungar
Yair Vardi
Roy Vermus
Sandra Weil
Zvi Ziv

Observer - Keren Carmel

Decadance by Ohad Naharin 
Photo by: Ascaf

Board of Directors
Zvi Ziv, Chairman

Ravit Barniv
Tamar Barnoy-Goitlin
Nehama Karpol Burak
Sergio Edelsztein
Ittamar Givton 
Gilead Halevy
Michael Kenny 
Shaul Shelach
Roy Vermus
Sandra Weil
Daphi Levy-Weiss

Audit Committee
Yoram Blizovsky, Chairman
Adi Amorai
Moshe Dovrat
Yossi Nitzani 
Zvi Poleg
Norbert Rubinstein
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Batsheva Dance 
Company’s 2019 
Supporters

Public Support
Ministry of Culture and Sport
Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Division for
Cultural and Scientific Affairs

Batsheva’s Home at the
Suzanne Dellal Center
Dellal Family
Sokolowski Family
Kenny Family and Eastronics – Studio
Varda, in memory of Varda Kenny
Dalia and Eli Hurvitz Foundation –
Studio Dalia, in honor of Dalia Hurvitz

Special Long-term Support
for Dancers' Salaries
The Robert Weil Family Foundation

The Michael Sela Fund for Cultivation of
Young Talent at Batsheva
Sara and Prof. Michael Sela
and friends from Israel and 
around the world
Mari's Fund: Established by Ohad
Naharin in commemoration of
Mari Kajiwara
Ohad Naharin and anonymous donors

New Works Fund
The Chleck Family Foundation, Boston
Robert de Rothschild, New York
Zita and Mark Bernstein Foundation, 
Winnipeg
Nehama and Jacob Burak
Lilit and Shmulik Zysman
Steeve Nassima
Anonymous, Israel
American Friends of Batsheva

Dancers' Welfare and Salaries
The Robert Weil Family Foundation
Netta Segal
M.E.H. Foundation -
Founded by Margot and Ernst Hamburger
Gilly and Elie Zilkha
Dr. Lilly and Avner Naveh
Dr. Hadassa and Meir Shani
Jonas Grander and Family - Sweden
Anonymous, USA

Special Support for the Young Ensemble
An anonymous donation in honor of the
National YoungArts Foundation, USA
Check Point Software Technologies
Azrieli Foundation
Aharon Gutwirth Foundation
Maya and Avi Lavi and friends of
AllianceBernstein Holding LP, England
IBI Investment House
The Joseph & Krystyna Kasierer Foundation

Batsheva Auditions
Marsha Segal, in loving memory of her
late mother Jane Fogel of Palm
Beach, Florida

Stage and Rehearsal Equipment
Procurement
Anonymous

Community Outreach and Education
Playtika Ltd.
Mifal HaPais Council for the Culture and Arts
Carmel Wineries
Mizrahi-Tefahot Bank
Daphi and Gigi Levy-Weiss
Ora and Eytan Stibbe
The Howard Gilman Israel Culture 
Foundation
Anonymous, Israel

In-kind Donations
Goldfarb Seligman & Co, Law Offices
Sa'ar Plinner, Adv.
Doctors Avraham Bain, Daphna Paran
and Chaim Paran
Microsoft Israel
Carmel Wineries
Peled Technical Supply, Ltd.
Barzilay – Rustic Organic Kitchen
YOLO - Bright Concept

General Support
Delta Galil Industries Ltd.
Ohad Naharin

Israeli Friends of Batsheva
Over 260 families support
the Company and its wide variety
of projects
The Friends Circle
Tamar Yasur, President (December 2019) 
The Young Friends' Circle 
Established by Daphi Levy-Weiss, 
Sigal Mordechai and Sharon Podrojski.
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Yuval Hadadi and Mark Moskowitz
Susan Isabel Foundation
Robert de Rothschild
Rivka Saker and Uzi Zucker
The Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund
Anonymous

Premier Patron- $5,000 - $9,999
Kim Bendheim
The Harkness Foundation
The Kirsh Charitable Foundation 
Naomie and Charles Kremer
Sheila Lambert
Maya and Avi Lavi, AllianceBernstein
Nancy and Jonathan Littman
Jerome Robbins Foundation

Patron- $1,000 - $4,999
Charles and Deborah Adelman
Amira and Richard Chadwick
Leon Charney Foundation
Judith Dimon
Rona and Gidi Federmann
Judith and Alan Fishman
Devon Fredericks and Eli Zabar
Michael Fuchs
Adi and Yair Goldfinger
Deborah Goodman Davis
Alice Gottesman
Nizza Heyman
Nurit Kahane
Daphna Kariv
Simony Monteiro
Dan Magder
Avner Mendelson
Eli Milbaur and Ryan Cangello 
Ronit Muszkatblit and Yonatan Israel
Dr. Lilly and Avner Naveh
Joanna Riesman and Michael Tremonte
David Rosen
Carol and Lawrence Saper
Liev Schreiber
Bradley Schwartz

Tamar Sela and Yaron Zilberman
Shoham Foundation

Leading Friend- $500 - $999
Susan Bay-Nimoy
Maryjo Cohen
Anat Gafni 
Marcie Imberman
Nicole Krauss
Ellen Lippman and Steve Rosenberg
Lital Manor
Guy Poreh
Marcia and Ralph Preiss
Erica Regunberg and Dr. Robert Dann
Scharf and Krug Foundation 
Susan and Arnold Scharf
Sunflower Foundation, Linda White

Friend - up to $499
Eva Beller
Adam Bowman
Carl Carlsen
Tzili Charney
Julie Dann and Bradley Schneider
Evan Flatow
Talya Fox
Elmes Gomez
Aya Goshen
Marcia Zalbowitz and 
Shimshon Gottesfeld
Alexander Gross
Mary Alice Grossman
Tamar Jacobi
Rachel Levin
Dorothy Koerner
Andrea Marks
Laura Newmark
Esther Perel
Fran Putnoi
Michal Regunberg
Donna Rich
Jacob Robbins
Ellen Rudolph

International 
Friends
The American Friends of Batsheva (AFB) 
Members of the Board
Nurit Amdur – President
Nathan Hevrony – Past President
Mary Hagan Sanders – Treasurer
Saul Sanders – Chair, Governance 
Tony Felzen
Yuval Hadadi
Oren Lukatz
Tamar Sela
Dr. Andrew Shiva

2019 Supporters
Premier Benefactor- $50,000+
Anonymous donation in honor of the
National YoungArts Foundation, USA
Dr. Miri Adelson
Nurit and Rick Amdur 
Jody and John Arnhold
The Jacob and Malka Goldfarb Charitable
Foundation

Leading Benefactor-
$25,000 - $49,999
The Chleck Family Foundation
Nathan Hevrony
Michal and Avraham Kadar
Yasmin and Oren Lukatz
Mary and Saul Sanders

Benefactor- $10,000 – $24,999
BHI
Alain Coblence
Richard Feldman, SHS Foundation 
Tony Felzen
Jack Gindi
Guido Goldman

Jonathan Safran Foer
Noam Segal
Dalit Shalom
Carina Sjogren
Vered Vinitzky-Seroussi
Claudia Wagner
Efrat Yellin

Young Patrons   
Caila and Eric Moed, Chairs
Grace Astrove
Rebecca Distler
Stephanie Dockery
Merissa Fink
Benitez Gomez
Rhazes Hernandez
Jana Jett Loeb
Rachel Kauder Nalebuff
Jeff Ong
Harry Reis
Sarah Rosen
Whitney Rugg
Biance Sitzer
Ted Volynets
Michelle Wernick
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Batsheva would like to thank the President of the AFB Nurit Amdur and the entire Board 
for hosting the AFB Gala 2019 in New York City, featuring a Company performance of 
Venezuela and introducing Gili Navot as Artistic Director. Thank you to all attendees for 
your generous contributions.

In addition, we would like to give special thanks to the following individuals for their wise 
guidance and friendship: Jody Arnhold, Judy Bernstein Bunzl, Karen Brooks Hopkins, 
Judith Fishman, Sharon Gersten Luckman, Nathan Hevrony, Marion Koltun-Dienstag, and 
James Snyder.

The Canadian Friends of Batsheva
The Asper Foundation, Winnipeg
Zita and Mark Bernstein Foundation, 
Winnipeg
The Morris and Rosalind Goodman Family 
Foundation, Montreal
Sandy and Michael Hayden, Vancouver
The Sokolowski Foundation, Toronto

The French Friends of Batsheva
Nathalie Mamane-Cohen, Chair
Fondation Pluriel pour l’Art Contemporain

George & Zalman by Ohad Naharin 
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Management & 
Staff
Artistic Director: Gili Navot
House Choreographer: Ohad Naharin
Executive Director: Dina Aldor
Deputy Director and CFO: Michal Schwartz
Deputy Director, Content and 
Communications: Noa Ron
Assistant to CEO: Inbal Jacobi

Company & Stage Manager: Yaniv Nagar
Senior Rehearsal Director: Luc Jacobs 
Ensemble Manager: Idan Porges
Ensemble Rehearsal Director: Noa Paran, 
Doron Raz, Gavriel Spitzer
Assistant to the Artistic Director: Kelvin Vu
Stage Manager: Gavriel Spitzer, Rachel Erdos
Director of Educational Programs and 
Artistic Director - “Batsheva Hosts”: 
Hillel Kogan

Finance & Administration
Assistant to CFO: Avital Sarver
Accounting: Moran Ben David
Office Manager: Ofra Sellem

Marketing, Communication & Content
Business and Community Relations: Mirit 
Ben-Weiss
Sales and Marketing: Michal Rymon Marom 
Content and Communications: Shiri Breit, 
Hadar Stav (2019)
Content Support: Rachel DuShey
Site Editing: Shiri Breit, Michal Rymon 
Marom, Aya Kenat
Box Office & Sales Manager: Aya Kenat 
Box Office: Maysan Rifi, Ayelet Amir, Dafna 
Yosef, Chen Cohen, Meital Shushan, Shira 
Yermiyahu, Eden Lumerman 

International Tours
Head of International Touring: Amit Hevrony
Producer: Roni Schmuckler, Dana Guti (2019)

Resource Development
Resource Development, Israel: Adi Shamgar
International Development: Lisa Preiss Fried
Patron Relations: Liat Horn Dayan
Donor Relations, Israel: Ella Geiger
International Development Coordinator: 
Rachel DuShey, Sarah Rosen (2019) 
Public and Corporate Giving Development 
Coordinator: Lilach Karni

Technical Department
Production Manager: Dana Katz Naaman, 
Hila Razon (2019)
Chief Technical Director: Roni Cohen
Director of Sound Department: Dudi Bell
Resident Lighting Designer: 
Avi Yona Bueno (Bambi)
Technical Manager, Bathseva Studios: 
Itzik Assulin
Ensemble Technical Director: Motti Katsav 
Lighting: Gadi Glik, Eliav Refaeli, Lior Levin 
Ensemble Sound: Yigal Feldman
Production Coordinator: Yaara Sharon
Head, Sewing Workshop: Haya Geiman
Tailor: Danny Kalmer 
Wardrobe Manager: Shoshi Or-Lavi 
Location Manager: Moti Amar
Maintenance Staff: Muhamad Agabria, 
Osama Baker

Head, Physiotherapy: David Golebowicz 
Therapists: Nir Dayan, Adva Terem Lieber, 
Gal Kalmi, Ofri Lauer Amiaz
Additional Therapists: Ira Brustin, Nimrod 
Chirug, Adva Geva, Maya Mintz

Public Relations: Mira Ann Beinart
House Photographer: Ascaf
Graphic Design: The League

Decadance by Ohad Naharin
Center: Hani Sirkis, right to left: Korina Freiman, 
Ben Green. Photo by: Ascaf

29



Batsheva Dance Company and the Young Ensemble, 2019-2020
Photo by: Ascaf 

Thank You!


